The objective of this opinionated paper is to reflect on the potential of perceptions of different values of human life in influencing ethics violations particularly in health and medical research. It is posited that sometimes members of the research community perceive their own lives as being more precious than other lives. The factor discussed for bioethical violations is the perception of different levels of importance of human lives of people of different races, cultures, regions, countries or ethnic origins in the minds of fellow humans. The experiments carried out on Jews in Nazi camps, African-American people in The Tuskegee experiment, and Guatemalans in The Guatemala Syphilis experiment point to this perception. More often than not, the learned medical scientists know what morally sound medical research is, as is brought forward by an example of Guatemala study; however, sometimes they resort to bioethical violations presumably influenced by their perception of value for other human lives. The researchers for clinical or experimental trials are often drawn to inhabitants of underdeveloped or developing nations as they perceive that if in case there is any harm to the clinical subjects' health, there won't be any big payouts; as the worth of those subjects is less than clinical subjects in a developed country. In some of the unethical human experimentations, the affected populations were vulnerable due to their social or economic conditions: being war personnel, mentally depressed or being inmates in prisons. This vulnerability of the subjects makes the researcher throw away the concept of 'equality in the value of human life'. It is the opinion of the author that as long as this mentality of different values of human life persists, it will have the potential to feed into ethical violations in spite of regulations or laws. 
Differential Human Life Value Perception, Guatemala Experiment and Bioethics
Medical research is an integral part of discovering and evaluating new cures for diseases that affect humans. The research community should make sure that they do not resort to bioethical violations in their zeal to achieve the objectives of the research. However, it has been seen repeatedly that bioethical violations do occur, though their frequency has drastically reduced due to increased awareness. (Clinton & Sebelius, 2010) to the Guatemalan government for the experiments in which Guatemalan prisoners were intentionally infected with syphilis and then treated with antibiotics.
The premise of this paper is to ponder the factor -'the value of human life' and how it might have led to the bioethics violations in health research.
Is the life of a human being precious? What is the intrinsic value of humans? It is opined here that sometimes the research community only believes 'their own life' to be precious enough and not others. Here, 'their own life' may include being of the same race, ethnicity, community, clinical subjects' health, there won't be any big payouts; as the worth of those subjects is less than clinical subjects in a developed country.
It is not that the learned and powerful medical scientists do not know what morally sound medical research is or that they are intellectually immature to differentiate between ethical and non-ethical biomedical research. This is also true irrespective of bioethical codes and Acts. followed by penicillin. This double talk keeps me hopping at times." In a second letter he repeated his concerns that "a few words to the wrong person here, or even at home, might wreck it or parts of it…." PHS physician R.C. Arnold, who supervised Cutler from afar, was more troubled than Cutler about the ethics of the project. Eight months after the "Doctors' Trials" at Nuremberg had ended, he confided to Cutler, "I am a bit, in fact more than a bit, leery of the experiment with the insane people. They cannot give consent, do not know what is going on, and if some goody organization got wind of the work, they would raise a lot of smoke. I think the soldiers would be best or the prisoners for they can give consent. Maybe I'm too conservative….Also, how many knew what was going on? I realize that a pt [patient] or a dozen could be infected, develop the disease and be cured before anything could be suspected…In the report, I see no reason to say where the work was done and the type of volunteer." (Reverby, 2011) .
This shows that the United States Public Health Service doctors and officials were well aware of the lack of bioethics in the experiment, turned a blind eye to the immorality and went ahead with the experiment nevertheless. On a certain level, the Guatemala experiments surpassed Nazi experiments in the sense that these were carried out on citizens of another country after taking permission from Guatemala' government in exchange for money and aid. In Nazi experiments, Jews were their own citizens. In lieu of aid from the US government, the Guatemalan's authorities at that time turned a blind eye to the details and protocols of the trials thereby ignoring the value of the life of the prisoners.
The Guatemala Syphilis medical experiments took place in 1948, about the time that U.S. officials were prosecuting Nazi officials for subjecting human beings to gruesome medical experimentation (Hornberger, 2010) . The US government which was actively pursuing cases against Nazis for conducting medical experiments on an ethnic population thought that it would be fine if they carried out similar experiments in Guatemala as long as the world did not know about them. As one might imagine, efforts were made to keep these shrouded in the veil of secrecy. It was basically a different set of rules for you; a different one for me; a different life value for Nazi's subjects and a different life value for Guatemalan experiment subjects.
Another fundamental reason for most of these unethical human experimentations, as it comes out, is that the effected populations were vulnerable. They were vulnerable due to their: social or economic conditions, inability to fight a stronger enemy, being war personnel, mental the people even though outwardly they may exclaim-all humans are equal; it is the opinion of the author that it has the potential to feed into ethical violations in spite of regulations or laws.
Please note that the opinions expressed by the author represent those of the author and do not reflect the opinions of the Online Journal of Health Ethics' editorial staff, editors or reviewers.
